
Quick Reference Buyer’s Guide 

Jaguar “X300” XJ6 XJ12 1995-1997

By Doug Dwyer 

The purpose of this guide is to briefly outline some important purchase considerations relative to used 1995-1997 X300 Jaguars and to illustrate where this model is and isn’t different from an ordinary used car. It is not intended as an in-depth history of X300 series nor as a general "How to buy a used car" checklist. 

Feel free to ask for more detailed information in the forum section below. 

For those unfamiliar with Jaguar terminology, “X300” is the engineering designation for the saloons/sedans with the 4.0L six cylinder, 3.2L six cylinder, or 6.0L twelve cylinder engine. In the USA these were model year 1995-1997 cars but the model year designations elsewhere in the world are not always so clear.

Are some years better than others? 
No, not really. There were many refinements but no major engineering changes during the production run. 

Will I have reliability problems? 

Unlike Jags from the 80s and earlier, the X300s have an excellent reputation for reliability and durability. Many owners report only minor problems even after many years of ownership or, in some cases, virtually no problems at all. That said, these cars were never perfect and there are some common faults experienced by many owners.  These will be revealed as you read on.

As good as the X300s are most candidates you’ll be seeing are of the age and mileage where it’s inevitable that some problems will start cropping up and repairs will be needed. It simply isn’t realistic to expect otherwise from a used car and doubly so with respect to complicated, high-end luxury models.

What about electrical problems? 

This is an area where great improvements were made by Jaguar. Although the horror stories live on as legend an X300 buyer actually has little to fear.

Starters, alternators, window and lock motors, lighting systems, instruments, switchgear and controls, fuel injection, and most other electrical sub-systems are as reliable as any other you’ll find. You’re not likely to be stranded by the side of the road with an electrical glitch...or at least no more likely than with any other car.

There are a few known problem areas, though. The Alpine radios are notoriously unreliable, as are the clocks. Control panel bulbs often need replacing. The wiring often frays at the boot lid/trunk lid hinge. The steering column adjustment motors (more accurately, the drive cables) often fail. The electric seats are  reliable but the “memory” function is known to be troublesome. 

Are they DIY friendly? What about parts? 
Most repairs are well within the realm of a reasonably experienced DIY mechanic. There are some fuel injection repairs that require reprogramming with specialized equipment at a Jaguar dealer or a well equipped independent Jag specialist.

Parts availability is generally very good with broad aftermarket support, and most of the common repair parts are very reasonably priced. Some trim parts are expensive, though.

Internal engine parts (pistons, crank bearings, etc) for the six cylinder engines are very difficult to find. The engines are so long lasting that there’s no demand....and therefore no supplier...for overhaul parts.

Engines 
The X300 was built with either a 6 or 12 cylinder engine. 

The 3.2L or 4.0L straight six has an excellent reputation for both reliability and durability. There are occasional reports of noisy timing chain dampeners or head a head gasket failure but far more owners report no mechanical problems at all. Assuming the car was been well kept you don’t have much to worry about, engine-wise,  even on examples with well over 100k miles.

The 6.0 litre V12 is a great engine, much improved over earlier V12s,  and nearly indestructible unless overheated. A real powerhouse, too. They are definitely more complicated, expensive, and time consuming to work on. For this reason they’re not for everybody. 

The XJR model uses a supercharged version of the 4.0L six cylinder engine. There are no major reliability concerns with this model. The supercharger itself is long lasting if the oil level is kept up and the associated extra components seldom give problems. Listen for a rattle sound at idle which could be a supercharger bearing or, more commonly, an idler pulley bearing.   Some engine repairs, such as throttle body cleaning or starter replacement, are labor intensive due to more difficult access to the side and front of the engine.

 

Transmissions 
No unusual precautions required. 

The normally aspirated six cylinder cars used a ZF automatic transmission. The V12s and the supercharged six cylinders used a GM 4L80E transmission. Both are very good units but the ZF probably has the edge on reliability and durability.

The  mounts on the GM transmission can weaken, allowing excess transmission movement which in turn can damage the transmission wiring harness.

All X300 variants seem somewhat prone to trouble with the gearshift interlock and safety/neutral inhibit switch.

A very few X300s were built with a Getrag manual transmission. It’s unlikely you’ll come across one.

Brakes

Four wheel discs on all models. Nothing particularly exotic and no Jaguar-specific pitfalls to worry about.

The anti-lock brake system is generally as reliable as any other although reports are surfacing about problems with the control module. In most cases these can be reasonably repaired versus very expensively replaced.

Differentials 
Although not a chronic problem there is evidence that the X300 differentials are not as durable as found on older models. Listen for growls and whines even on candidate cars with under 100k miles.

Wheel bearings 
Conventional and generally trouble free in the front.  The rear wheel bearings are known to give problems. Listen for telltale growls and rumbles.

Cooling system 
Nothing particularly exotic or remarkable on the six cylinder cars. The electric pumps for the heater sometimes fail. The thermostats are known to stick open which means the heater won’t produce hot air. 

The V12s have a complicated cooling system that must be kept 100% up-to-snuff. No exceptions. I cannot stress this too much. Neglect can be disastrous to the V12 engine. A well kept cooling system suggests the seller knows about Jaguars and a savvy owner will be happy to boast about how well he cares for the cooling system. 

Unlike older Jags an overheating X300 is a rarity. Providing the car has been well maintained you can put cooling system worries to the back of your mind.

The lower radiator hose on the supercharged XJR is very labor intensive to replace. A DIYer will spend all weekend on the task and a repair shop will likely present a bill for over $1000. For this reason proof of recent replacement would be a “plus”.

It should be noted that the temperature gauge on all but the earliest X300s is calibrated to  give a fixed  “normal” reading over a wide range of engine temperatures

Climate control 
All models used a fully automatic climate control system. Repairs here can be labor intensive and expensive. A fully operational climate control system is yet another “plus” when considering a used Jag. Fortunately the X300 climate control is as reliable as any other car.

Suspension 
All candidates would be of the age where bushings, shocks, and ball joints might need replacing. Some of this work, even shock replacement, is labor intensive. Listen for clunks.  Proof of any recent repairs would be another checkmark in the “plus“ column of your checklist. 

Body 
These cars are built like tanks but even tanks rust. As with any used car careful inspection is required, and doubly so if the car has been used on salted roads. The rear wheel arches seem to be particularly trouble prone on X300s. 

Fuel and Emissions systems 

Generally reliable and unremarkable in all respects. Fuel pumps, fuel injections parts, hoses, etc. seem to be as reliable and long lasting as might be found on any other car.

EGR valves have some history of clogging on the six cylinder cars. Oxygen sensor problems can crop up but there’s nothing too unusual about that. The electric air injection pumps fail with some regularity but are not expensive or difficult to replace. Although not a chronic problem exhaust manifolds have been known to crack on the six cylinder engines (usually with no noise increase, oddly). 

Ignition systems 
Generally reliable although six cylinder models are known to give some problems with their six individual coils. Eventual replacement seems inevitable although predicting time of failure is impossible. If the seller has already replaced any or all of them it’s a bonus for you. The same applies to the crankshaft position sensor.

Cosmetics 
Paint jobs and rust repairs are hugely expensive, as is new leather, wood, carpet, and chrome. If these things are important to you, find and pay for a car that needs little or no work in these areas. Many Jaguar projects are abandoned when the owner is faced with spending thousands....many thousands.... to make the car look as good as it runs. 

Pre-purchase inspection 
Having the candidate car checked by a professional is usually well worth the money. Ideally a veteran Jaguar shop should be selected as they’ll know exactly what to look for. However, even a regular repair shop can check the basics and hoist the car for an underbody, brake, and suspension inspection. 

Price vs. Quality 

There is nothing more expensive than a cheap Jaguar. Finding the right car is more important than finding the right price, within reason of course. 

The market  is very low on these cars so some owners, faced with repair-versus-resale value decisions, have stopped spending money on repairs and upkeep. Beware of the Jag that has received only the bare minimum of attention for the last few years. 

Do plenty of shopping around to get a feel for the cars and the market. If your goal is a Jaguar to really be proud of and enjoy, it pays to wait for the “right car” to come along and buy at the higher end of the market. This is almost always cheaper than buying a scruffy car and bringing it up to the same standard. 

If your goal is a project car you’ll have plenty to choose from. There’s great satisfaction in returning an old Jag to its former glory. Just be aware of the expense involved. 


